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Aers xxiv. 14. 15, 16. 


. this 73 confe vY unto. has. that. after the way. 


<vbich they call Hereſy, ſo worſhip I the God of _ F 
my fathers, believing all things, which are writ- 
ten in the law and in the prophets; and have 


hope towards God, which they tbemſelves alſa 


allow, that there ſhall be 4 reſurrection of tbe 


dead, both of the juſt, and unjuſt; and herein do 


T exerciſe myſelf, io have always a a void 


. of offence, toward God, and e men. 


T was the fate 1 ca itſelf, at its . 
. promulgation, to be branded with the name of 


X berg ; and its preacher, St. Paul, was called 


the great hergfiareh, © a ringleader of the hereſy 
of the Nazarenes,” for ſo the term ſhould. be 


tranſlated in the $th, as in thee 14th verſe of this 
„ „% . a 


. 5 


— 1 


wi 
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«i The word . in the e is in itſelf 4 
term of no criminal i import. It means no more than 
24 choice: as when different religious opinions 
= are propoſed to the mind, it © chuſes” and em- 
FF braces thoſe, which appear moſt true and con- 
= vincing. According to this interpretation, there 
can be nothing wrong, or criminal in hereſy; 

= I being nothing more, than the exerciſe of the 
mind upon ſubjects which deſerve moſt to em- 
ploy it, Nor do we find, that it had an ill name „ 
given to it, in ſcripture,” but when accompa- 
nied with vice, and when opinions were main- 


tained, more for the - purpoſe. of inne wick- 
"__ than the IE of truth. 3 


1 9 The Phariſees, among the "GY were a religi- 
= . ous. ſetgor hereſy; and though many. indivi- 
aauals of this profeſſion were juſtly branded by 
our Lord, with the title of © hypocrites,” though 
they held the tradition of the elders, and rejected 
the commandments of God, yet notwithſtanding, 
we find an example of a virtuous character de- 
claring himſelf a member of this ſuſpicious com; 
munity; and informing us, that after the ſtraiteſt 
ſect (hereſy) of the jewiſh” religion he lived a 
Plhariſee. (Acts xxvi. 5.) The Sadduces formed 
another ſect, whoſe general tenor of practice and 
converſation, was s nearly as reprehenfible as that 
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i er Tee Peschel are fegen br 
claſſed together; and the diſciples of Chriſt are 5 
warned againſt the doctrine of both. But we 
may remark, that although the particular opinions 
of the Sadduces were of the moſt dangerous na- 
ture, and ſuch as ſtruck at the root of all re- 
ligion, by denying the reſurrection of the dead; © 
yet our ſaviour, in his reaſoning with them upon "mM 
this ſubject; only told them that they were "miſ- 2 
taken, and that © they erred, not knowing,” that i is, | 
„ a8 nderſtanding the ſcriptures, nor the power * 
- of God.” ” 1 He © denounces no woe“ ” againſt 1 
them, as 515 frequently did againſt the Pha- 
riſees, for their hypocriſy; ; but reaſons“ with 
them out of the ſcriptures, and proves to them; 
the truth of what they before had denied. This 
Inſtance of leniry, muſt have proceeded from a 
diſtinction which our Lord made, between a miſ- 
take about the ſenſe and meaning of certain paſ- . 
ſages of ſcripture, and à breach of the plain and 
bpoſitive commands of God, where there could be 
= no miſtake at all. And the treatment theſe he- 
W  retics! met with from our Lord, may ſerve” as 
a leſſon to bigots and perſecutors. No hard 
names, nor ill language were given them. T hey 
were not threatened with fines, confiſcations and 
impriſoninent, to make them retract their errors; 
but mych likelier x means were e wude uſe of; reaſon 
* | * 
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„ TTE 
b RN ind bh , and ed ene. T 17) 
3 4 were treated as men under a miſtake; whoſe errors 
might be involuntary ; + and the iſſues perhaps, 
only of unfortunate. inquiry. They might deſerve ' 


cCompaſſion, but not ill-uſage; for where there is 
no crime, here AY Es to elt no puniſh- 


45 11 1 
4 ; 


OH ii al other. 3 o ſcripture, theey! e 
y is ſpoken of with diſgrace, it is always on £ 
account of the evil practices, and not the en, 
of thoſe who were charged with it; in khe epiſtle | 
to the Galatians, (v. 20.) it is reckoned amongſt 
the works of the fleſh, < ſeditions, hereſies (2), ; 
envyings, murders, drunkenneſs and ſuch like, 
and they which do ſuch things, are told, “that 
they ſhall not inherit the kingdom of God.“ 
They were excluded from the kingdom of God, 
for the bad actions which they did, not the wrong 
opinions they maintained. St. Peter (1 Ep. ii. 1.) 
5 foretells, that falſe teachers would come, Who 
. would bring in damnable hereſies, even denying 
the Lord that bought them, and bring upon them- 
ſelves ſwift deſtruction.“ * they were not 
„„ Dd ne | only 


to ) In this place 3 it is poſible the word may mean parties : 
_ in the fate, or, in" temporal matters; as it 1: Joined with 
ED l, or 4 ientions. rug wo\levopare; aro wh” 1 Pw 
Kone AIPELIN, . Polyb. apud Raphel. Gal. i. 6. 


7 " 2 ; * > , : 
* f 1 
? = 5 4 , 3 2 


6. 


* — b ada.” "Y * * «es IP th ad, eds 
- * R TY 18 — 9 0 * 4; 4 l 
* 2 Nee * N N 9 r hy 4 E N . 
* r — | 1 : „ 10 * 
i — x fo 4 Ia 4 
? a * « < 1. 
> a G 
AL. ? * vv * 
— 
2 - 199 
* 
4 * 
. v 
' TH 
{ 1 


IN. 


ear . but ſuch as were WY in the * 
groſſeſt vices, is plain from the deſeription given 
of them, in this chapter, The apoſtle fays, that A. - 
many ſhall follow their pernicious ways, or e 08 
— (20; and that God will puniſh them for 5 1 
their wicked deeds, in the ſame remark W 
ner, as he had done che cities of Sodom and Go- ' jk ht I 
operas 5 „„ 1 


Pie 


ky 8 : / 5 A * Py 1 1 p 1 7 7 
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St. Paul, Wiredts Titus (iii. 10.) « to rgett a 
2 man, that 1 is an heretick, after the firſt and ſecond 
admonition:“ and ſubjoins as a reaſon, for this” 
2 <& Lad" that he that is ſuch, is 
ſubverted, and ſinneth; being condemned of him- 
OG * This is the character 9 f an immoral men- 
ber of the chriſtian ſociety, w who, by being con- 
1s ſcious of his having departe from the rules of it, 
muſt himſelf, approve of the ſentence paſſed upon 
him; it has plainly this meaning and no other.. 
Por the apoſtle, in the verſes before, had been re- ©"; 
commending an exemplary behaviour in believers ; 1 
that - they, ſhould be careful to excell all others (c) 
in good works; as ſuch à conduct, would be 
| A 4 . "uſeful 75 


7 b T Or Kulisse; for many ancient copies, ; the King! $ Ms. „ 

and that in Mag. Coll. O#ford read chi. Vide . 
Ce] navav 3 OP. to be Marg bead of good 

works, opuacias rw wpoypdlar—n; uten. Demoſth. 
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3 ufeful and @rviceable, but that fooliſh? ? at 
. and contentions, were unprofitahle and vain; and * 
. chat the heretic, hom he was to reject, was 
INN one, who was fubverted; was turned out of the 
4 


S: 


way (4), wherein he ſhould, have walked, and had 
finned, and fo become a difgraca;to th 180 . | 
and — to be expelled. from's A 4 5 28*19"! 


Thus it appears, chat N wn to 1 
0 ſcripture notion, being not a pure miſtake 8 ; 
judgment, but an embracing of doctrine known 
to be falſe by thoſe who eſpouſe it, out of dig, 
guſt, pride, or or envy,' or from worldly principles, | 
or to avoid perſecution, or trouble im the fleſh, "may 
well be ranked | amopg carnal luſts. Hence, are ſuch 
men aid, © not to ſerve Jeſus Chriſt, but their belly, | 
(Rom. xvi. 18. ) to teach hat they ought not, for 

| filthy lucre's fake (Ti it. i. 31.) to account gain 


| = for godlineſs, (1 Tim. vi. "Fi and through co- 


yeteduſneſs, with feigned words, to make mer- 
chandize of others. (2 Pet. ii. 3. ) And therefore 
the apoſtle doth not adviſe us; to convince, but only 
to admoniſh, and reject the heretic, as knowing 
that he ſins, being convinced of his own con- 
ſceience (eh. And, where hereſy is not taken up, 
* to frm bad IP: and bad e and in” 
Not | 


e eee » Þ 
| Ce) 05 Whitby, on 
12 143. | 


7 


RES 


0 | not: perfiie in in on a 1 of pride Rute an * a 
contention, but from a laudable poſition 60 - 4 
groſs errors, and bad practices: : there it is ſpoken” © © F 

of with, commendation | in they holy ſcriptures, + 6 5 ; 


St. Paul, hearing of ſome diviſions in the church, 1 7 4 
of Corinth, about the celebration of the Lord's 4 
ſiupper, writes to them, to prevent the irregulari- 
ties of behaviour Which had taken place there; 
and tells them, that thoſe, Who had a proper ſenſe 
0 of their duty, and that ſacred” ordinance, Thould 
withdraw themſelyes' from ſuch as had not: that. 
by. thus. forming 4 hemſelves into a ſelect and 
ſeparate body, they might obſervg. Tuch: order ! 
decency, as would be rendered cor ſpicuous wal 72 
the reſt; that ſingularity | in a good eiue Waaxaxe 
virtue, and that they ought. to be proud of 
13 diſtinction, when any good might be- gained by 3 it. 
For there muſt be even bergfies” ſays he, © a. 
| mongſt you, that they, which are approved,” 5 ' that 
is, men of. approyed virtue, and who villoſtand je 
the. teſt, < may be made manifeſt among you.” # - 
And that. this, never could be done, but by form: 
ing a ſeparation, and oppoling good example. ta 0 
bad, in order to put a ſtop. to the" abuſes com- 
8 plained of. Here the heretics, were the beſt part 70 
of the congregation : : not. the leading party, be. 5 
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had behaved amiſs; 1 5 whom ch conſcien® 112 1 
tious were ordered to divide and . that they 
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* Heating med the wo * * ant a fen | 
nn what ſenſe it is uſed in ſcripture, we are not to 
I "wonder, that St. Paul, was: not at all ſtartled at 


9 85 8 being charged with it. They had not yet began to 


* fulſminate anathemas againſt thoſe, who dared to 
think for themſelves, nor were the terrors of an 


Inquiſition held out to ſuch obſtinate offenders. 
This intolerance was reſerved for a later age. 3. 


Ms * : 1 long as our apoſtle knew that the Jews could prove 


nothing criminal againſt him, and his conſcience 2 

| Koala him, that he had been guilty of no offence, 

either againſt God or man, he held in contempt 5 
7 Heir accuſation, of being a ringleader of the 

| herefy of the Ns enes; ; and with a ſpirit and 
courage, chat truth 3 innocence inſpires, openly 

Atkclared to the Roman governors, that if to bea 
chriſtian was an heretic, a heretic, certainly he 5 


| 7, : : was; but adds, that his accuſers, were not aware, 
that by making him one, they had in a great mea- 


1 ſure included themſelves, under the fame predica- 
mient. F or, ſays he, after the way which they 
Cell berg, worſhip I the God of my fathers.” 


5 No nem object of worſhip is introduced; the ane 5 


l 
2 1 
\ Wi ; 
BH? "Lo. 
l WE EIT. 
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N 7 8 
- 7 


common parent of mankind; the ſame almighty 


Being, to wh am our nation, owes ſuch diſtinguiſhed 


Al 


. 88 N of 2 is, 6 that ka ſhould Tony im, & 
in. 


. of favor and protection. He is equally the 15 
God of chriftians and of jews ; and all that age 


7 i 55 


in ſpirit, and in truth.“ Whatſvever, is written 
inthe law, and the prophets, is equally the ob 
ʒject of the faith of both; and the expectation, which 


the jews indulge, of a reſurrection of the dead, 


and a future recompence of reward; the . 4 


hope, is the baſis of a chriſtian's creed, and the ; 


diftihguiſhing article of his religion; that in this lat- 
ter inſtance, the difference did not reſpect the ob- ; 
| ject but the degree of faith: for what the one only 


hoped for, as relying upon the goodneſs of God, 
the other, was fully aſſured of, a his having raiſe 
. 088 e from the mo. . 
th 6 
- This" Was 8 Pars conf fon of faith «hith tie 
nah before 5 Roman governors, upon a charge 
of hereſy brought againſt him by the jews. It 
was thought a full and ſatiefactory defence by the 
civil power, and ought to have ſilenced his ac- 


cuſers, if piety, worth, and virtue could have 


expiated the offence of differing from them in N 


opinion. It is a ſhort formulary of faith, which # * 


the apoſtle has given us; it conſiſts of but few ar- 
ticles, and thoſe, very plain and intclligibles; no 
one, who maintains the doctrines contained in it, 
ought to be charged with hereſy, according to the 
modern acceptation of the term; and if he is, „ 

may ſhelter himſelf under the name abd/authority 


of St. Paul, who very frankly confeſſed, that what 


i. - 


1 UG 2h a 5 
"han enemies ſtiled heretical, he confilered as the 
true religion. And what this is, it is well worth | 
our remarking. Firſt, chriſtianity has made no 
alteration, in the object of ae weng Hen 
O Hrael, the Lord our God, is one Lord, is a 
truth equally inſiſted on be che chriſtian as well as 
jewiſh lawgiven Our faviour, - in anſwer to the 
ſertbe, ſays, that the firſt. of all the commandments, 


was that which related to the anity of the ſupreme 1 


ON and as this was one of the firſt "precepts - 
bf the moral "Jaw, .| bis declaration concerning 8 
OY. confirms and ratifies the truth of it; for 
ue came not, he faid, ela) 
this feſpect, but to ſtrengthen, and give weight to 
their former obligations. It is on this foundation, 
that the apoſtle Paul, builds the: faith af a chri- 
ian: “To us, fays he, there is but one. God, the 
Fat ” whom, in another place, he ſtiles, „ the 
God 4 our Lord Jeſus Chriſt; the Father of glory. 7 


ks unity, and fupremacy of God, is a truth of 


chat magnitude and importance, that the whole 
jewiſh diſpenſation, was purpoſely. framed to eſtab- 
lifh it. To i imagine, t that another diſpenſation, or 

what indeed was only an extenſion of the 8 W 


ſhould unſettle, or undo, what was the original | 


and grand deſign of it, is to aſcribe weakneſs, and 
uncertainty to him, c with whom is no variable 
_ an „ "Fw? 18 truth, which fy 1 


„ "DB # 
falls in with our firſt, and natural conceptions = 
© things is what reaſon loudly _— fron: ms. „ 
apparent unity of deſign through e 
of God ; and is an idea, h never can * WI * 8 
ty ſhut out of the mind, till it has been debauched - 
by metaphyſical: jargon, and the refinements of „ 
falſe philoſophy. Predicting the errors of an apoſ- 
tate church, the prophet Daniel () informs us 4 
that a heathen potentate (the Roman emperor} {2} 
ſhould forſake the objects of his father's worſhip; TIE 
 thould adopt a ftrange God, —exprebly diſtinguiſhed | 
from the God of Gods, —a God unknown to his 
heathen anceſtors though as far as related to di- 

| vine adoration, equally an idol with what they had i 
before worſhiped; and honour him, not in ſpirit ang 
in truth, but with gold and with ſilver and with 
precious ſtones, and pleaſant things. This is . 
1 to, or ſubſtituting another: deity inſtead of, 
chat God who made heaven and earth, the God of 
* and of Paul, whom alone men ought to wor 
ſhip, and expreſoly came, Te dp of 


both W LY 10 
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5 I oth of importance we learn ſrom St. 
Paul's defence, is a belief in the holy ſcriptures, 
OO Dan. xi, 36.38. See Commentaries and Eſſa nns 
lied by the Society for promoting de a of the. _ 7, 5: 
e „ Vol. 1 5 20 . 1 1 „„ Wo 
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alſck that fundamental article, which is there found, 

a reſurreRion of the dead; it is to this, that the 
law and the prophets evidently point, viz. to the 
coming of the Meſſiah, and the doctrine he houldd 
deliver. And What is it, that he principally teaches 


us? Why, chat he has brought life and immor- 


55 ns to light, through the goſpel. It was this 
truth, that the apoſtle principally urges in his dif- 
95 courſes. He ſays that he was commanded . 
1 preach unto the people, and to teſtify, that Chriſt 
LS way ordained of God,” to be the Judge of quick and 
dead; to whom gave all the prophets witneſs, t 


lat 
through his name, whoſoever believeth in him, ſhall 


receive the remiſſion of fins.” And in another place, 
E if thou ſhalt confeſs with thy mouth the Lord Je- 
ſüus, and ſhalt believe in thine heart, that God hath 
raiſed him from the dead, thou ſhalt" be ſaved.” 5 
In expectation of this great event, and preparatory a 


to it, we are taught in the goſpel, © to deny un- 


a godlineſs, and worldly luſts, and to live ſoberly, _ 
 righteoufly, and godly in the preſent world, look- 
- ing for that bleſſed hope, and the glorious appear- 


ing of the great God,” he our " rout IJ tus | 
* cn Fa » a e 


4 


4160 conc wade? a belief in one God; —in the truth 8 
of the holy ſcriptures;—and in a judgment to come, 


is the ſubſtance of a chriſtian creed. To fabricate 
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7 er 450% and Tem of 0 4 N 4 * 
portance with theſe, is to leſſen the aui 0 ty, a” 


to theſe ſupplementary doctrines, whether it * 
done by the mandate of the pope, or any, other 
0 perſon, is to exerciſe a power,” which no one has 
à right to, and which a proteſtant would Senn, 
py and reſiſt, referring the deciſion of, the diſpute to 
a higher authority, to the bible, as his only ru 


Rr 
FF and that he had. hope towards God, that Wy: 


and the unjuſt.” And if this coͤnfeſſion of faith 6d 
not fatisfy | his accuſers, it would himſelf, N 
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